
HOW TO PRAY FOR TRANSITIONING MISSIONARIES  
Missionaries are people who have said “yes” to God’s leading and obediently follow 

Him to difficult and sometimes dangerous places. Now, many of those missionaries, 
for whom we have prayed through the years, are saying “yes” to the Voluntary 

Retirement Incentive. No less than ever before, these retiring missionaries depend on 
God’s people to pray for them as they transition.  
 

Whether married or single, they want to . . . 
 Love God with all their hearts, souls and minds  

 Live pure and holy lives in thought, word and action 
 Be bold in sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ  
 Be able to rest in the Lord, to trust His faithfulness when feeling overwhelmed  

 Reflect the love of Christ in all relationships  
 

In addition, please pray for transitioning missionaries as they face multiple areas of 
concern such as these . . .   
 

DEPARTING THE FIELD: The decision to go is made, but the timing is important. 
 Pray that missionaries will set a departure date that permits sufficient time to 

tie up all responsibilities: 
o Closing out any leases on housing; transferring ownership of vehicles 

o Completing obligations such as teaching assignments 
o Archiving and documenting field responsibilities 

 Ask God to “stretch” the hours so that they are able to express love and 

concern for national friends and partners: 
o Meeting with business relationships to bid farewell—the person at the 

phone company, customs officials, vehicle licensing bureaucrats, etc. 
o Making time to have a cup of tea and share the gospel one last time 
o Intentionally fellowshipping with nationals who have assisted in the 

ministry, expressing thanks and brainstorming for effective future work 
 Lift up teams that they will take the time to say their goodbyes well: 

o Discussing the work openly and committing to pray long-term for the 
team 

o Being sensitive to the needs and fears of individual members remaining, 

especially the children—missionaries have become family to each other. 
Children even call the adults “aunt” and “uncle,” sometimes grandparent. 

These departures mean that family members are leaving with the 
possibility of not seeing each other again. Pray for comfort and that those 
who are particularly close will find effective ways to stay in touch. 

o Pray that the ministry left behind will remain strong and grow even 
stronger. 

 Intercede for the very personal tasks: 
o Packing up a household—determining what to take, what to give away, 

what is a real memory 

o Deciding what to do with the family pet 
o Being discerning when responding to offers of help 

o Taking time to rest 
o Coping with illness 
o Remaining consistent in spiritual disciplines of Bible study and prayer in 

the midst of busyness 
o Seeking reconciliation in any broken relationships on the field 



ANTICIPATING LIFE IN THE U.S.: The burden of deciding whether or not to accept 
the VRI is lifted, and hearts begin to turn to the anticipation of moving “home.” That 

anticipation will fluctuate from fearful to joyful as missionaries struggle with goodbyes 
and the myriad of decisions. 

 For those already on Stateside Assignment, there will be a sense of loss 
because they will not all have the same period of time to bid farewell to those 
on the field. Ask God to give them discernment in how to handle that 

effectively. 
 Pray that missionaries will make wise decisions: 

o Selecting a place to live for the immediate future 
o Looking for another job/preparing resumes/figuring out how to network 
o Lining up or purchasing transportation—maybe even learning to drive 

o Accepting speaking engagements or setting limits on how many to take 
o Caring for aging parents 

o Coping with homesickness for their place of service—and they haven’t 
even left the field! 

o Conquering the unknown 

 Intercede for family members in the U.S. to be understanding 
o Accepting the sense of loss and grief missionary family members are 

facing 
o Allowing missionaries to make life decisions at their own pace—

sometimes stepping up to give advice, sometimes stepping back 
o Being supportive of singles who are seeking to find their place within the 

family structure 

 
LIVING THE NEW REALITY: 

 Pray for personnel to steadily “disconnect” from life on the field to life in the 
U.S.  

o Adjusting to new routines, like public school rather than homeschooling 

o Finding new friends—children and young adults in school or college 
o Finding new friends—parents who need a new circle of support 

o Learning new technology 
o Coping with the new morality of U.S. culture and her need for spiritual 

awakening 

o Serving family members who may not be accustomed to hearing the 
gospel regularly 

o Adjusting to worship in the church—many have been part of a small 
house church and will now begin attending large churches. They may not 
know the new choruses or they may not be comfortable in a crowd where 

everyone DOES speak their language! Ask God to help missionaries find a 
church where they can be used effectively and be fed spiritually. 

o Renewing their health—physically, spiritually and emotionally 
o Recovering from difficult field assignments—dangerous locations, limited 

resources, less-than-ideal team dynamics 

 While disconnecting from the field to establish life in the U.S. is important, also 
pray for missionaries to “stay connected”  

o Enthusiastically sharing what God is doing around the world and 
challenging churches to be involved 

o Determining how to establish a long-term connection to overseas work 

o Being used of God to catalyze the local church to evangelize and disciple 
their beloved people group living here in the U.S. 


